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President’s Report April 2025 

Due to Tom’s needs, Libby was not able to attend the March meeting. We 

all wish them both well.  

Geoff Crawford (Vice President) stepped in for Libby in her absence and 

chaired the meeting on 4 March 2025 where we also had another lively 

auction.  

We are looking forward to our annual dinner at the National Hotel on 1 

April 2025 where the Lois Whatley / Roman Lemega competition results 

will be announced.  

The Bendigo Philatelic Society has recently purchased a machine that 

assists in measuring stamp perforations.  This will be available for 

members to use and assist in the sometimes challenging task of measuring 

perforations. 

It was noted that Australia Post is seeking to increase basic postage costs to $1.70.  Sadly, they are also 

considering the closure of some more regional post offices.  

Our secretary, Jo, has asked for members to please let her know by 27th March if you are coming to the annual 

dinner on 1st April.  

As Libby would say, “TAKE CARE, WE CARE, and you are all important ……………  Libby.” 

 

 

The general monthly meetings of the BPS are held 

on the first Tuesday of every month at 7.00pm at  
 

Kangaroo Flat R.S.L. 

Station St. Kangaroo Flat 
 

 

Auctions will be held at all Tuesday meetings.  

10 items per member are allowed for auctions  

Christmas bonanza auction in December . 
 

Exchange sheets will no longer be circulated at 

meetings. Please see Lyn to access sheets at home. 

More sheets are always needed so please “lick and 

stick” a few. 

CLUB CONTACTS: 
 

President: Libby Luke ph: 0448 120 066  
 

Vice-president: Geoff Crawford 
 

Secretary: Jo Raw 

email: bendigophilatelicsociety@gmail.com 
 

 

Treasurer: Margaret Brown 

email: mabrown@bigpond.net.au 
 

Newsletter Editor, Webmaster: John Armstrong 

email: jjarmstrong47@hotmail.com 
 

Librarian: David Robinson 

email: ddusa@live.com.au 

BENDIGO PHILATELIC SOCIETY INC.    A0016241J 

P.O. BOX 962  BENDIGO, VIC. 3552 

Founded 1931 

 April 2025 
Web page: www.bendigophilatelic.org    

 

Tues. 1st Apr.    Annual Dinner 

Tues. 6th May    Mining, Ores and Crystals on stamps 

Tues. 3rd June    Stamp Trivia Night 

Tues. 1st July    Glaciers on stamps 

Tues. 5th Aug    Members Selling Night 

Sat.  30th Aug    BPS Stamp Fair 

Thank you to Jacinta Allan MP and staff for the printed copies of this newsletter. 

The Golden City Philatelist 

BPS Annual Dinner 

Date:  Tuesday 1st April, 2025 

Time:  6.00pm for 6.30 meal 

Venue:  The Pearl Room, 

The National Hotel 

182/186 High St, Bendigo  
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Why is this person on a stamp? No. 40:  Minna Canth 

It’s hard to understand why, when stamp designers decide to produce a 

stamp, they always seem to portray the person as old, as so many people 

did some of their best work while they were reasonably young. 

It’s not just stamp designers. How many pictures have you seen of 

Einstein as a young man but most of his major works were completed 

while he was a young man under 40 and much of the mathematics seems 

to have relied on the assistance of his first wife, Mileva Marić.  But this is 

a digression. 

Minna Canth (1844–97), born Ulrika 

Wilhelmina Johnson, was, and  is still 

considered, one of Finland’s most 

influential writers. In Finland, Minna 

Canth Day is celebrated annually on her 

birthday, March 19 (as this was being 

written).  

Minna was an author, playwright and social activist who is remembered as 

Finland’s first feminist. Her plays discussed the conditions of women and the 

poor and were written in both Finnish and Swedish. The “This is Finland” 

website gives the following précis: 

“During her lifetime, she published stories, articles and plays that explored the 

oppressive structural conditions that governed the lives of women and of 

working class people. She wrote in Finnish and Swedish, both of which are 

official languages in Finland today. 

Canth received admiration for representing women realistically and questioning the patriarchal norms that 

limited their opportunities. Her play Sylvi (originally published in Swedish, in 1893, and in Finnish shortly 

thereafter) is about a young woman who cannot divorce her older husband to be with the man she 

loves. Työmiehen vaimo (“The Worker’s Wife,” 1885) tells the story of Johanna, a submissive wife whose 

alcoholic husband controls her finances. Anna Liisa (1895) tells the story of a teenager who becomes pregnant 

outside of marriage and is driven to kill her own child.” 

https://finland.fi/arts-culture/finlands-first-feminist-why-minna-canths-writing-is-still-important/ 

As a child, Minna had a good education, something that was denied many working class children, especially 

girls, and throughout her life she championed the cause of universal education. In 1863 she was admitted to 

the Jyväskylä Teacher Seminary, which was the first school in Finland to offer higher education for women. 

Two years later, at the age of 21, she married one of her teachers, Johan Ferdinand Canth, with whom she had 

seven children.  

Johan took a job as a newspaper editor and this gave Minna the chance to present her ideas to a wider 

audience, writing articles about the ills she saw in society. Her writing got them both sacked from the paper 

but they were quickly offered places at a competing newspaper and so, her work continued. This period also 

allowed her to present her fictional writing to her readers.  

Johan died just before the birth of their seventh child in 1879. Left as a widow with seven children to raise, 

she returned to manage her father’s draper’s shop, continuing to write in whatever spare time she found. 

Despite the restrictions, it is during this period that she wrote some of her most famous works, including “The 

Worker’s Wife” “Sylvi” and “Anna Liisa”. 

Minna Canth died suddenly of a heart attack at the age of 53 on May 12, 1897 at her home in Kuopio. She was 

buried in a family grave in Kuopio Cemetery. In Finland she is well remembered with many places named 

after her. There have also been many other tributes, both physical and otherwise, including a television series 

and an opera, written about her life. 

 

Minna and Johan 
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